
NATIONAL NETWORK OF YOUTH GROUPS (NNYOG) POSITION ON HOW THE NATIONAL YOUTH 

AUTHORITY (NYA) HAS UTILIZED THE 5% DISTRICT ASSEMBLY COMMON FUND (DACF) 

INTRODUCTION 

Honourable. Pius Hadzide, NNYOG held a National Accountability Forum in Accra on the 16th 

September, 2021. During plenary, the first and recurring question at the Forum was “How much 

has NYA received from the District Assembly Common Fund (DACF) since 2017?”. The second 

question is “How has NYA utilized the 5% DACF to benefit young people in relation to section2 

and 3 of ACT 939?” These were the demands from young people across the country who 

participated in the event. The NYA at this juncture must answer these two (2) questions to 

reinforce government commitment to transparency and accountability. The response from NYA 

will help NNYOG to dispel perceptions and viewpoints among youth networks that NYA has 

misapplied the 5% DACF it has received from government since 2017.  

 

WHAT THE LAW SAYS: THE NYA ACT 939 of 2016 

Section 3. Provides the Functions of the National Youth Authority: “ To achieve the object under 

section 2, the Authority shall (a) formulate policies and implement programmes that will promote 

in the youth (i) a sense of creativity, self-reliance, leadership, loyalty to the country discipline and 

civic responsibility; and (ii) a sense of friendship and co-operation through exchange of ideas with 

recognized youth organisations in other countries in Africa and the world; (b) develop the 

capacity of the youth to participate in decision making at all levels; (c) establish and supervise 

youth leadership and skills training institutes; and (d) in collaboration with the Ghana Youth 

Federation, organise annual youth conferences at the national, regional and district levels.”  

Section 17 spells out sources of funding of the NYA. “The funds of the Authority include (a) 

moneys approved by Parliament; (b) five percent of the District Assemblies Common Fund 

subject to the formula approved by Parliament in accordance with article 252 of the Constitution; 

(c) return on investment of funds by the Authority; (d) donations and grants; and (e) any other 

moneys that are approved by the Minister responsible for Finance”.  Section 18 is very clear on 

the Application, of funds of the Authority (1) “The funds of the Authority shall be applied for the 

(a) performance of the functions of the Authority; (section 3 of ACT. 939) (b) administrative 

expenses and oversight supervision by the Ministry which shall in any case not exceed five 

percent of the funds of the Authority. (2) The Board shall ensure that the funds of the Authority 

are used solely for the purpose for which they are approved” 

It is very critical to make references to these aspects of the law that states the functions of the 

NYA, source of funding and the application of the funds in other to put this position paper in to 

context. Reading through the reports published on the website of the NYA it is clear the NYA has 

not lived up to its functions by the way the Agency has spent the 5% DACF. Until 2016 when the 

ACT. 939 was passed into law by the Parliament of Ghana, the NYA had struggled to get funding 

to execute its mandate. It took the intense advocacy of Civil Society Organization (CSOs) and Non-



Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in the country to call for a sustainable financing for NYA 

operations. Therefore, when the 5% District Common Fund was approved as part of the funding 

arrangement for NYA it was good news for CSOs and NGOs since their call had come to fruition. 

However, it appears that the 5% District Common Fund for the NYA has been completely 

misapplied due to some of the choices of projects and programmes they rolled since receiving 

the funds.  

 

HAPPENINGS IN NYA SINCE 2017 

The NYA began receiving the 5% District Common Fund in 2017 and has decided to spend part of 

it on infrastructure project such as the construction of ten (10) Youth Resource Centers of 

Excellence and Construction of two (2) Astro-Turfs. These resource centers have the following 

features:  FIFA standard football pitch with 8-lane Olympic size running track. Why will NYA 

spend money on infrastructure that is the clear mandate of the National Sports Authority 

(NSA)? Knowing very well that before the 5% DACF, a chunk of the budget of the Ministry of 

Youth and Sports has gone to the NSA, leaving the NYA with almost nothing. Now that funds have 

been made available for various capacity of young people to be built, the authority has decided 

to do the opposite rather than what is stipulated in law. Knowing the poor maintenance culture 

of facilities in the country over the years, one could argue that this infrastructure will only last 

for a few years and not useful again. Whereas if these resources were invested into building 

capacity of young people it will change their lives for the better forever.  

The NYA in its report indicated it has inaugurated 110 district youth parliaments and established 

150 which awaits inauguration. According to the NYA “This is to afford young people the 

opportunity to participate in decision making processes at all levels of governance structure” This 

is another case one could argue of misapplication of funds and deliberate attempt to rather deny 

the Ghanaian youth of the opportunity to participate in decision making in the governance 

processes of the country. The two Platforms provided for in the ACT. 939 of 2016 that gives young 

people the opportunity to be part of decision making are the Youth Federation and the Youth 

Committees. The NYA should rather be supporting the establishment and inaugurations of Youth 

Federations and the Youth Committees across districts, regions and national levels because that 

is what ACT 939 mandates them to do.  

Section 4 (k) of ACT. 939 provides that, three representatives of the youth nominated by the 

National Youth Authority in consultation with the Ghana Youth Federation, at least one of whom 

is a woman should be part of the board of NYA. By ACT. 939 section 3 (d), the NYA in collaboration 

with the Ghana Youth Federation, organized annual youth conferences at the national, regional 

and district levels. Again ACT. 939 section 23 (j), provides that, three representatives from the 

district nominated by the District Youth Federation at least two of whom are women should be 

part of the District Youth Committee.  These are the tables where critical decisions of youth 

development are taken. Yet after five years of receiving the 5% DCF the NYA has done nothing 

with regards to these very critical provisions in the ACT. 939.  



The youth parliament concept is by any measure a brilliant idea which allows young people to 

practice good communication by debating issues affecting young people and their communities. 

However, this is not a decision-making platform. Youth focused NGOs/CSOs have done very well 

in the establishment and management of youth parliament and the best the NYA could have 

done was to collaborate with these organization to build capacity of the young people instead of 

establishing and inaugurating fresh youth parliaments to the neglect of Youth Federation and 

Youth Committees which are provisions in the ACT. 939. According to a section of the youth, NYA 

only organized a one-day training for them to form the youth parliament and since the training, 

not a single session has been held and nothing has been heard from the NYA.  

With regards to registration of youth organizations, section 25 (1) provides that “A District 

Assembly shall be responsible for the registration of a Youth organization within the district and 

shall upon receipt of an application, register an organization as a youth organization unless the 

aims or objectives of that Youth Organization are contrary to the provisions of the Constitution 

and by-laws of the District Assembly. However, the NYA is registering Youth Organization to the 

contrary of the ACT. 939. There are so many cases where these registration process have delayed 

to the extent the certificate of registration either expires on arrival or are not received at all. Yet 

every year the NYA call on Youth Organizations to register. It is therefore not surprising that the 

NYA is fast becoming unpopular among majority of young people.  

It believable from perception and aforementioned that the NYA is not focused on its mandate. It 

may rather be misapplying funds on projects and programmes that is not beneficial to young 

people and clearly not within their mandate. This is a violation of the provisions in the ACT 939. 

 

PROPOSED ACTIONS AND SOLUTIONS 

We are therefore calling on the governing board of NYA to ensure the proper and effective 

performance of the functions of the Authority as stated in section 4 sub-section 3 of ACT. 939.  

As a matter of urgency, we also calling on the board of NYA to establish the District Youth 

Committees and Regional Youth Committees as provided in the ACT. 939 section 21 and 23 

 

 


